HISTORY OF LGBTQ+ HISTORY MONTH

LGBTQ+ History Month is a month-long celebration of the history of the diverse and
beautiful lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer/questioning community and the
importance of civil rights movements in progressing this community’s rights. The
observance was created by Rodney Wilson in 1994. The following year, LGBTQ+
History Month was added to the list of commemorative months in a resolution forwarded
by the General Assembly of the National Education Association. October was chosen
as the month of observance as National Coming Out Day already existed as a holiday
on October 11, Furthermore, the anniversary of the first march for gay rights in

Washington took place on October 14, 1979.



LGBTQ+ History Month now also includes Ally Week — during which students are
encouraged to be allies with LGBTQ+ members and stand up against bullying, Spirit
Day on October 20 — on which the color purple is worn in solidarity with LGBTQ+
youth, and the death anniversary of Matthew Shepard — a 21-year-old who was

murdered in a hate crime on October 12, 1998.

LGBTQ+ History Month allows the opportunity to extensively learn about the history of
the LGBTQ+ movement, and what factors and measures will be successful in building
communities and providing role models who will best represent and address the issues

of the LGBTQ+ community.

The month-long commemoration is most prominently celebrated in the United States,
the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Hungary, Brazil, and the city of Berlin. The
particular month of celebration varies across different countries — in the United States,
Canada, and Australia, LGBTQ+ History Month is celebrated in October; in the United
Kingdom and Hungary, it is celebrated in February; and in Berlin, the holiday is

celebrated in June and is known as Queer History Month.

Source: https://nationaltoday.com/Igbtg-history-month/
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