[image: image1.jpg]Office of Public Affairs Washington, DC 20420
Media Relations (202) 273-5700

www.va.gov
Department of
w Veterans Affairs News Rel ease




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 30, 2002


New CHAMPVA Regulations Published in Federal Register
WASHINGTON – Regulations that bring several improvements to the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) were published in the Federal Register today.  

"I am very happy VA can provide improved financial protection for families of disabled veterans against the effect of an injury or long-term illness," said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi. 

The new rules will bring financial relief to CHAMPVA beneficiaries and extend benefits to older survivors and dependents of some disabled or deceased veterans who face medical expenses not paid by Medicare or other third-party payers. 

One improvement, called "CHAMPVA for Life," actually began in October.  It is designed for spouses or dependents who are 65 or older.  They must be family members of veterans who have a permanent and total service-connected disability, who died of a service-connected condition or who were totally disabled from a service-connected condition at the time of death.  They also must have Medicare coverage.

"CHAMPVA for Life" began paying benefits for covered medical services four months ago to eligible beneficiaries who are 65 or older and enrolled in Medicare Parts A&B.  "CHAMPVA for Life" benefits are payable after payment by Medicare or other third-party payers.  For services not covered by Medicare or other insurance, such as outpatient prescription medications, CHAMPVA will be the primary payer.  

CHAMPVA beneficiaries who reached age 65 as of June 5, 2001, but were not enrolled in Medicare Part B on that date, will be eligible for this expanded benefit even though not enrolled in Medicare Part B.  There is no change in CHAMPVA coverage for those beneficiaries 65 and older who do not qualify for Medicare.
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In addition, the regulation will reduce the catastrophic cap, or amount of out-of-pocket expenses for CHAMPVA beneficiaries.  Under the new rule, CHAMPVA will pay 100 percent of allowable medical expenses after a beneficiary reaches $3,000 in out-of-pocket expenses, a reduction from $7,500.

The rule also provides coverage for school-required physical examinations for beneficiaries through age 17.

People can request an application by writing to the VA Health Administration Center (HAC), P.O. Box 469028, Denver, CO 80246-9028.

To be eligible for CHAMPVA, people must be family members of veterans who have a permanent and total service-connected disability, who died of a service-connected condition or who were totally disabled from a service-connected condition at the time of death. 

Updates about CHAMPVA are posted on VA’s Health Administration Center Web site at www.va.gov/hac. 
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