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VA Optometric Clinical/Research Fellowship Program

The purpose of this two-year post-doctoral VA Optometric Clinical/Research Fellowship Program is to train optometrists in military-relevant visual rehabilitation research and clinical care. This fellowship is intended to develop the research and clinical skills unique to the care of service members and veterans with visual dysfunctions associated with traumatic brain injury, combat-related ocular trauma, and ocular diseases resulting in visual impairment.
Fellows will receive guidance from one or more optometry clinician-researchers and experts both at Long Beach Veterans’ Hospital and Vision Center of Excellence. The fellow will perform case-series studies, evaluate clinical outcomes, and analyze eye care coordination programs and policies within the VA and DoD. 
The fellow will have ample opportunity to develop their clinical skills in caring for patients with low vision/blindness, TBI, and polytrauma.  The program emphasizes the interdisciplinary team approach to patient care within the Major Charles Robert Soltes Jr., OD Blind Rehabilitation Center at VA Long Beach.  
Benefits of a VA Fellowship
· An outstanding two-year clinical research, teaching, and patient care experience serving a challenging and rewarding Veteran patient population. 

· A stimulating interdisciplinary environment where the Fellow will develop a strong foundation of clinical knowledge and practice and be prepared to continue a career in optometry and/or low vision and brain injury research through designing their own projects and securing their own sources of funding.
· The program has rolling admission and can be started at any time.

· Vacation, national holidays, and sick days along with authorized absence for approved continuing education

· Health & Life insurance plans available

· Competitive annual stipend


Research Fellowship Training
The fellowship program is designed to develop individual potential for VA optometry research careers.  At least 50% of fellowship time is to be devoted to biomedical, rehabilitation, clinical, or health services research, including didactic education related to research.  Up to 50% of fellowship time may be allotted to advanced clinical and/or teaching activities.

Residency Completion OPTIONAL
The fellowship program can be completed with or without prior residency experience.
Other Eligibility Criteria
Applicants must be U.S. citizens and have       a full and unrestricted TPA license to practice optometry in any state, commonwealth, or territory of the United States, or in the District of Columbia before the beginning of the fellowship.  The license does not have to be from the state where the fellowship program is located.

Application
VA Form 10-2850D: Application for Health Professions Trainees, NBEO examination results, evidence of optometry licensure, Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) certification, evidence of education/training, U.S. citizenship documentation, and reference letters should be sent directly to the Coordinator/Director of the VA Optometric Research Fellowship Program site(s) of interest to the candidate.


VA FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM SITES

California
VA Long Beach Healthcare System

Optometry Service
5901 East Seventh Street
Long Beach, CA 90822
Fellowship Areas: Ocular Disease, Geriatrics, Ocular Imaging, Vision Rehabilitation, Low Vision, Traumatic Brain Injury, Acquired Brain Injury
Epidemiology, Clinical Trials 
Fellowship Coordinators: 
Catherine Tran, O.D.,

    Catherine.Tran@va.gov 
Sally Dang, O.D.,
    Sally.Dang@va.gov 
Phone number: 844-808-2020

Number of Fellows: 1 – 1st Year, 1 – 2nd Year
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