Background
Until five years ago, each facility had to develop its own Affiliation Agreements locally with all programs for their incoming internship class.  With approximately 350 graduate programs (clinical and counseling) and constantly differing origins of the new classes, this developed into quite a chore each year – both for VA facilities and the psychology programs.  Working with the Office of General Counsel, OAA has developed a template for a National Affiliation Agreement for Psychology Internships (Form 10-0094J).  This allows the schools to affiliate with VA on a national basis rather than separately with each VA site.  Because there is no expiration date for these agreements (unless the school insists on one), most remain in effect indefinitely.

Please note that this national agreement is only for Psychology Internships. Sites training psychology practicum students must continue to establish local affiliation agreements between the VA and the educational institution (Form 10-0094G).

Procedure
OAA asks each VA program to check for the presence of a valid national Affiliation Agreement and to initiate the process for completing an agreement when one does not exist. Based on the match results provided to OAA by 95% of VA internship sites, please see the programs that require an agreement at this time. Universities identified with *** have trainees matched at multiple VA facilities, but only one national agreement is required.  An agreement for each APA-accredited doctoral program must be established, for instance, a separate agreement for a clinical and counseling program at the same institution must exist.

Agreements To Be Established

	Institution 
	Program Type
	Degree

	***Alliant International University/California School of Professional Psychology, Los Angeles, CA
	Clinical
	PsyD

	***Alliant International University/California School of Professional Psychology, Sacramento, CA
	Clinical
	PsyD

	***Alliant International University/California School of Professional Psychology, San Diego, CA
	Clinical
	PsyD

	***Alliant International University/California School of Professional Psychology, San Francisco, CA
	Clinical
	PhD

	***Argosy University/Hawaii School of Professional Psychology
	Clinical
	PsyD

	University of Arizona
	Counseling
	PhD

	Biola University/Rosemead School of Psychology
	Clinical
	PsyD

	Brigham Young University
	Counseling
	PhD

	Cleveland State University 
	Counseling
	PhD

	University of Denver
	Clinical
	PhD

	Florida State University
	Combined (Counseling/School)
	PhD

	Fuller Theological Seminary
	Clinical
	PsyD

	Hofstra University
	Clinical
	PhD

	***Idaho State University
	Clinical
	PhD

	***University of Iowa
	Clinical 
	PhD

	University of Miami
	Counseling
	PhD

	Ponce University School of Medicine and Health Sciences
	Clinical
	PhD

	Rutgers University
	Clinical
	PhD

	Southern Illinois University
	Counseling
	PhD

	Texas Women’s University
	Counseling
	PhD

	***Wayne State University
	Clinical
	PhD

	Wisconsin School of Professional Psychology
	Clinical
	PsyD



1. We recommend starting this process now, as the agreement must be in place before the intern can begin your program.  Though there is no requirement that this be complete until just before the interns begin, be aware that many universities have very challenging bureaucracies; it may take months for an affiliation agreement to be reviewed by their legal departments and get the appropriate signatures. 

2. Please go to the OAA website 
http://vaww.oaa.med.va.gov/DBAHealth/ahPsyAffiliationList1.aspx
to verify that, for each incoming intern, there is valid existing national Affiliation Agreement.  

3. If you find an Affiliation Agreement posted, please open it and review for program name and degree accuracy.  OAA has tried to track all data entries, but we need your eagle eyes to be sure everything is absolutely correct.  Please also ensure an expiration date is not entered. 

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]If there is not already an Affiliation Agreement for an incoming intern’s home graduate program, or if the existing one has expired, please begin the process of developing a new one.  VA facilities differ in terms of who assumes responsibility for this – it could be either the Psychology Training Program or the Education Office – so please be sure that the Training Program Office and Education Office are very clear about who will be responsible.  Once determined, you should use the template found on our OAA website at http://www.va.gov/oaa/ahe_policy.asp. The blank template can be found near the bottom of the page under “Associated Health Education Agreements”. For your convenience a copy of the template is attached to this correspondence. Please note a separate e-mail will be sent to training directors at sites that have students coming from the same graduate program requiring an agreement in order to determine which site will take responsibility for initiating this process.

5. The blank template should be completed very precisely with the name of the school (including city and state) and the Program Name and Type of Degree offered.  Since some universities have graduate degrees in Psychology from multiple divisions, precision in this is required.  If we are unable to tell which part of a university is included, we will have to return the agreement to you for revision.

After you collect signatures from the university, please send the original Affiliation Agreement to Dr. Ken Jones and posting on the OAA web site. Be aware that mailings are regularly delayed for security screening. We recommend using an expedited delivery service to track the agreement.

Kenneth Jones, Ph.D.
Office of Academic Affiliations (10A2D)
Director, Associated Health Education
Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Ave NW
Washington, DC 20420
Phone 202-461-9493  

6. If you want a paper or electronic copy sent to the university, after it is signed by OAA, please include the name and address of any individuals the copy should go to. 

7. OAA is generally able to post agreements fairly quickly, one to two weeks after we receive the signed copy.  

Please let us know if you have any further questions. Thank you in advance.
