[image: OMR_letterhead]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	
April 7, 2011		

Richmond VA Medical Center Launches Health Information Exchange
Partnering with MedVirginia to Enhance Patient Care 
RICHMOND, Va. – The Department of Veterans Affairs today announced a new pilot project in the Richmond region to improve the delivery of Veterans health information. The Richmond VA Medical Center will partner with MedVirginia (MedVA) to create a comprehensive health information network for exchanging health information in the area.
“This pilot is one more step taken to deliver a Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record for our Nation’s Veterans and Servicemembers,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “This new technology will enhance our ability to continue providing Veterans with high quality health care.”
VA selected the Richmond area because it has a high concentration of Veterans, military retirees, and members of the Guard and Reserve present in the region.
The Richmond pilot builds on the success of the Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record (VLER) program pilots in San Diego and Hampton Roads/Tidewater, Va.  Participants will exchange information using the Nationwide Health Information Network.
Veterans in the area will be invited to participate in this health data exchange program, which went live on March 11. Veterans who choose to participate will authorize their public and private sector health care providers and doctors to share specific health information electronically, safely, securely, and privately. No exchange of information will occur without the appropriate permissions of the individual patients. More detailed information on the pilot program is available by calling 1-877-771-VLER (8537).
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