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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 30, 2004
Panel Recommends Improved Vocational, Employment Services

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi today received a comprehensive report, The Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Program for the 21st Century Veteran, from an independent Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) task force that calls for improved vocational rehabilitation and employment services for disabled veterans.

"Restoring the capabilities of disabled veterans is a critical and necessary component of our obligation to service members injured or disabled in our defense," said Principi. "We must continuously improve our services to meet the needs of veterans seeking our assistance."
Principi created the 12-member Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Task Force in May 2003.  He charged the group with giving the VR&E program an "unvarnished, top-to-bottom independent examination, evaluation, and analysis." Members of the task force included representatives from the public and private sectors with expertise in disability issues, vocational rehabilitation, clinical practices, data management and employment placement.

Among other enhancements, the task force recommended that VA improve the independent living program and expand current services to National Guard and reserve personnel.

A total of 110 recommendations were submitted to Principi.  The recommendations were shaped by public fact-finding sessions, field site visits, discussions with subject matter experts, analyses of prior reports and comments from both VA field staff and veterans.
- More -

VR&E  2/2/2/2
The government’s role in vocational rehabilitation for veterans began during the World War I era.  Today, Congress has directed VA to assist disabled veterans in achieving and maintaining suitable employment.  If employment is not feasible for a disabled veteran, VA can assist the veteran to develop skills for independent living.

"A responsive and effective program is especially important during this time of war," said Dorcas R. Hardy, task force chairman. "The task force is confident that VA's Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Program will become a model for public-sector vocational rehabilitation and employment services."
The task force report is available at http://www.va.gov/opp/vre_report.htm.
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