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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 1, 2001
National Veterans Wheelchair Games Coming to New York

WASHINGTON -- More than 500 veterans will compete in the largest annual wheelchair sports event in the nation -- the 21st National Veterans Wheelchair Games -- in New York City July 1-5.

The Games, presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), are open to all U.S. military veterans who use wheelchairs due to spinal cord injury, certain neurological conditions, amputations or other mobility impairments.  

The Bronx VA Medical Center and the Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association are hosting the Games this year.

Wheelchair sports can play an important role in the lives of disabled people and have lasting importance for their lives.  For many newly injured veterans, this event is their first exposure to wheelchair sports.

"The spirit at the National Veterans Wheelchair Games is impressive," said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi.  "The magnitude of the program, the accomplishments of the athletes, the quality of the competitions and the sheer excitement of the Games are a joy to witness.  I am proud that VA founded and has continued to support this event for more than 20 years.”

"The Games are a sterling example of sports as a rehabilitation tool,” said Joseph L. Fox, Sr., PVA national president.  "The Games give veterans an opportunity to hone their physical skills, to compete against and team with others, to strive to do their best and to have fun.  We hope their experience at the Games provides a sense of accomplishment that fosters a desire for further participation in sports and in all that life has to offer.” 

- More -

Wheelchair Games 2/2/2/2

In this year's events, veterans will compete in track and field, swimming, basketball, weightlifting, softball, air guns, quad rugby, billiards, bowling, table tennis, archery and wheelchair slalom.  Exhibition events this year include sled hockey and a “Super G” wheelchair slalom competition.

The 21st National Veterans Wheelchair Games kicks off July 1 with the 2001 Disabled Sports, Recreation and Fitness Expo -- one of the largest gatherings of suppliers of products and services related to the health, well-being, sports and recreational needs of people with disabilities.  Film actress Bo Derek, star of the movie “10,” will be at the Games July 3-5 to visit with athletes and present medals.  July 4 will feature the Games first annual Kids Day, when local children with disabilities can interact with wheelchair athletes, watch them compete and even join in some sporting events.

Most National Veterans Wheelchair Games events will be held at the New York Marriott Marquis on Times Square, host hotel for housing athletes, hundreds of staff, family, friends and volunteers.  It will also be the site for opening and closing ceremonies and several competitions, including weightlifting, wheelchair slalom, table tennis, air guns and quad rugby.  Other venues include Central Park, Chelsea Piers, Riverbank State Park, Randalls Island and Corner Billiards. 

VA is a world leader in rehabilitation, with recreation therapy programs at each of its 163 hospitals.  To learn about VA and programs for veterans, visit its web-site at www.va.gov.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, a veterans service organization chartered by Congress, has for more than 50 years served the needs of its members, all of whom have catastrophic paralysis caused by spinal cord injury or disease.  To learn about PVA, visit its web-site at www.pva.org.
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