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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 19, 2008
VA Awards $1.3 Million to Kentucky State Veterans Cemetery 

Peake: Grant Upholds Commitment to Honor Veterans Service

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today the award of a $1.3 million grant to complete construction of the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North in Williamstown. 

“By awarding this second grant to Kentucky, we are closer to making the state cemetery a reality,” said Dr. James B. Peake, Secretary of Veterans Affairs. “This grant and others provided to Kentucky will establish final resting places for the Commonwealth's veterans that meet the standards of a national shrine.” 

In April 2007, VA awarded a $6.9 million grant to establish the Williamstown cemetery.  This latest grant will fund the purchase and placement of 1,000 lawn crypts and the construction of an equipment storage structure, items not included in the original grant award.

The combined grants will pay 100 percent of the allowable costs to build the 99-acre cemetery.  In its initial 20-acre development, the cemetery will provide 3,706 full-casket gravesites, 500 in-ground cremation burial sites and 1,020 columbarium niches for cremation remains. 

VA’s State Cemetery Grants Program previously funded two other Kentucky state veterans cemeteries located in Radcliff and Hopkinsville.

 VA’s State Cemetery Grants Program is designed to complement VA’s 125 national cemeteries across the country.  The program helps states establish state veterans cemeteries and expand or improve existing state cemeteries.  The VA program has helped establish 69 state veterans cemeteries in 37 states and U.S. territories, which provided more than 23,000 burials in fiscal year 2007.  Since the program began in 1980, VA has awarded 163 grants totaling more than $315 million.

- More -
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Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from national cemetery offices, from the VA Web site on the Internet at http://www.cem.va.gov or by calling VA regional offices toll-free at 1-800-827-1000.

Information about Kentucky state veterans cemeteries is available by calling the Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs at (502) 564-9281.
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